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the practice was for the doctors to indent for
what they required. If the goods were not in
stock, the requisition notes were returned from
the purveyor with the information that supplies
were not available. But no indication was given
when supplies would be received, and no record
was made of the demand by the officials. When
the goods arrived, therefore, the purveyor did not
usually know who was in need of a supply, while
the doctors, unaware of what had since reached
the department or unable to find time in the
midst of their other work to write out fresh requi-
sitions, often did not receive an issue until weeks
after the stock was on hand.
In her usual thorough manner Florence put
forward a complete scheme for the reorganisation
of the purveying department. She pointed out
how unfair it was to put on to the overworked
medical men the duty of sending requisition after
requisition to the purveyor, and she explained
some of the difficulties that had arisen under the
system. She pressed for the institution of a
system of recording each application for supplies,
and of issuing the goods as a matter of routine as
soon as stocks came to hand. But the purveying
department had no machinery for undertaking
such additional duties. It was already overloaded
mod had, Florence claimed, become unwieldy.
She criticised the arrangement whereby a single
office was responsible for food, clothing, hospital
supples, etc, 7 and suggested that the department
should be divided into three sections - one for